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Effect:    
A feature documentary film by Tree Media about the  
Great Global Biotransition featuring Biochar’s thought 
leaders, fields of action and net zero solutions against the 
global backdrop of climate disruption and eco destruction.
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Biochar under a Microscope

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Imagine you are sitting on top of something almost too good to 
be true and you want to champion it from the rooftops but in the 
white noise of the 24 hour news cycle, in todays cancel culture 
that chooses to hate what you love, it’s difficult.  And what if this 
thing can help, literally, save the world?  

Over the last few years Biochar has become my champion. A real 
antihero though with the look and feel of old industrial fossil fuel 
processes: enormous heat needed to make it, black to the touch, 
burnt, dead. How can this coal like material be worth anything let 
alone be the keystone, the fountainhead of a new era of reversing 
both climate change and ecocide? Exactly the reason why Biochar 
is shunned amongst classic climate activists as a wolf in sheep 
clothes. It appears too close to the fossil fuel industry. However, at 
closer look there is a twist in the process which makes Biochar the 
HeroTech of our time. It is the process of high heat pyrolysis that 
any biomass can undergo with the twist being: “under the 
absence of oxygen”.    

This magical process turns everything on its head. Limited oxygen 
is used in the process, most of the CO2 is not emitted into the air 
to the contrary the valuable carbon is permanently bound to the 
surface of the char while toxins are burnt off. And so a material 
with astonishing life supporting even healing properties is 
produced from burdensome waste. Biochar has a bright future as 
a product and limitless use cases in many sectors are being 
already applied or developed. From waste to value and 
permanently removing large amounts of CO2 is exactly what the 
world needs and the reason we are making this film. 
The world needs to know and understand biochar and the 
miraculous impacts it can have on serious carbon removal, 
mitigation of waste streams, soil support, water filtration and 
industrial transition and the list goes on.  
And at a time when we are facing multifactorial threats in the 
space of climate, food production, pollution, soil erosion, water 
flows from drought to floods, Biochar is a big part of the solution 
for ALL of these things and so the story of The Biochar Effect must 
be told.  
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